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Over the last 10 years, Europe has witnessed a rapid
growth in Traditional Chinese Herbal Medicine
(TCM). Practitioners number around 11,400, while
the annual market is estimated to total S$60 mil-
lionl.

However, little attention has been given to quality
control issues in TCM, either herbal identity or qual-
ity. Yu etal. (19952) report that as many as 10-25%
of TCM herbs used in the UK are of doubtful iden-
tity and health concerns have been reported in both
the academic3,4,and popular press>5.

Without recognised quality control standards and
easy access to authentic reference material, the cred-
ibility of herbal TCM in the West stands to be un-
dermined, patient safety compromised, and the
health benefits of TCM may no longer made acces-
sible to those who wish to use it.

This presentation describes the development of an
independent scientific Authentication Centre for
TCM herbs at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. The
aim of the Centre is to address the issues described
above and thereby provide consumer protection for
those using herbal TCM in Europe.

Kew’s specialist and wide-ranging identification
skills will be described as tools for providing au-
thentication services for the 4-500 species currently
traded. Standardised authentication protocols re-
sulting from this work will be detailed, together with
the range of services planned. Users are likely to
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include traders, manufacturers, practitioners, regu-
lators, health authorities, conservation agencies,
colleges and research workers. Progress in estab-
lishing this resource as a collaborative venture will
be outlined.

By developing such a Centre, the first of its kind in
Europe or the West, the RBG, Kew aims to address
the concerns about QC relating to TCM and as a
consquence provide consumer protection in this
expanding field of phytotherapy.
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